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The embodiments of the invention m which an 
exclusive property cr privilege is claimed are defined 
as follows : 



Use of soluble recombinant human CD4 0L 



or a 



functional fragment^ thereof containing che active 



binding site of CCm) and capable of binding thereto, 
for inhibiting an immune response. 

2- The use of claim 1, whereir>^ the soluble 

recombinant human CD4 0L has a sequen^Ce comprised m 
amino acids 108 to 261 of sequence se^ forth in SEQ ID 
NO : 1 . 



3. The use of claim 2, wherein the immune response 

is an alloimmune response. 

^- Ti^^ use of claim 3,/ wherein the alloimmune 

response is a human ant i -KLAyalloimmune response 

5. Use of a soluble Recombinant human CD40L or a 

functional fragment: theiteof containing the active 
binding site of CD40 arfd capable of binding thereto, 
for inhibiting T cell :5^nction. 

^- The use ot / claim 5, wherein the soluble 

recomomant human icD4 0L has a sequence comprised in 
ammo acids 108 to/261 of sequence set forth in SEQ ID 
NO: 1 . 

7. The use y6f claim 6, wherein the immune response 

is an alloimmurzfe resoonse . 



3- The idse of claim 1, wherein the alloimmune 

response is /a human anti-KIiA alloimmune resoonse . 
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9. The use of claim 5, for -reauing/or preventing 
a disease seiecced from the group / consist ing of 
systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) , sj(5gren's syndrome, 
sleroderma myositis, Raynaud's s Aidrome , type 1 
diabetes, arthritis and rheumatoid arthritis, 
inflammatory bowel disease, uveitis^, myesthenia gravis, 
multiple sclerosis, idiopathic thrombocytopenic puroura 
and graft vs host disease as we/ll as allergies which 
are dependent on T cells. / 

10. Use of a soluble recombinant human CD40L or- a 
functional fragment thereo/ containing the active 
binding site of CD40 and capable of binding thereto, 
for the preparation of a meAicament for immunotherapy. 

11. Use of a soluble /recombinant human CD40L or a 
functional fragment thfereof containing the active 
binding site of CD40 a^d capable of binding thereto, 
for the preparation o/f a medicament for treating or 
preventing a disease selected from the group consisting 
of systemic lupus / erythematosus (SLE) , Sjogren's 
syndrome, sleroderma/ myositis , Raynaud's syndrome, type 
1 diabetes, arthtitis and rheumatoid arthritis, 
inflammatory bowel /disease , uveitis, myesthenia gravis, 
multiple scleroysis, idiopathic thrombo-cytopenic 
purpura and grafts vs host disease as well as allergies 
which are dependent on T cells. 

12 . Use of / an immunodef icient mouse model of human 

alloimmunization for testing in vivo effects of an 
immunotherapy or inhibition of a human antibody 
response, s4id mouse model being an immunodef icient 
mouse, reyconst ituted with human peripheral blood 
lymphocyto/s (PBL) from donors. 
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13. The use of claim 12, wherein the 
immunodef icienc mouse is y- irradiaued ''and asialoGiMi 
treated for enhancing cellular engrafcment. 

14. The use of claim 12, wherein the donors are 
sensitized zc HLA annigens. 

-5 • A meuhod for inhibiting an immune response in a 

patient, comprising the step of administering a 
therapeutically effective amount of a soluble 
recombinant human CD4 0L or a functional fragment 
thereof containing the active binding site of CD4 0 and 
capable of binding thereto. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the soluble 

recombinant human CD4 0L ^has a sequence comprised in 
amino acids 108 to 261 of sequence set forth in SEQ ID 
NO : 1 . / / 



17. The m:ethod of claim 16, wherein the immune 
response is an alloimmune response. 

18. The method 6r claim 17, wherein the alloimmune 
response is a humayi anti-HIiA alloimmune response. 



A method /for inhibiting T cell function in 
patient, compri/sing the step of administering a 
therapeutically/ effective amount of a soluble 
recombinant human CD4 0L or a functional fragment 
thereof containing the active binding site of CD40 and 
capable of biAding thereto. 

20. The / method of claim 19, wherein the soluble 

recombinant human CD4 0L has a seauence comorised in 
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amino acids lOi 
N0:1 . 



CO zbi or seauenc forth m SEQ ID 



21. The method of claim J2Q , wnerem 

response is an alloimmune response. 



the 



immune 



22. The method of claim/ 21, wherein the alloimmune 

response is a human anti-HT>!A alloimmune resDonse . 



23. The method or '/claim 19, ror treating or 

preventing a disease selected from the group consisting 
of systemic lupus Erythematosus (SLE) , Sjogren'' s 
syndrome, sieroderma myositis , Raynaud's syndrome, type 
1 diabetes, arthritis and rheumatoid arthritis, 
inflammatory bowel disease, uveitis, myesthenia gravis, 
multiple sclerosis/ idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura 
and graft vs hos^ disease as well as allergies which 
are dependent on/ T cells. 
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